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anil putrefaction in 1.5 per cent. Resoreine is a less active poison than carbolic 
acid. 

In doses of from 30 to 60 centigrammes per kilo, of body weight, resoreine pro¬ 
duces trembling, chronic convulsions, and acceleration of circulation and respira¬ 
tion. All these symptoms disappear in an hour ; sensation and consciousness are 
not affected. 

When larger doses are given, vertigo and loss of consciousness are produced, 
and sensibility is reduced. The clonic convulsions arc violent and frequent, and 
are most marked in the anterior extremities. The pupils are dilated and the 
respiration and heart greatly accelerated; temperature is little affected. The 
effects pass oil' in from one to two hours. 

When 90 centigrammes per kilo', are given, death occurs in about thirty 
minutes, preceded by the same symptoms, only more marked, while the tempe¬ 
rature gradually rises without exception to 41° at the time of death. 

Cadaveric rigidity appears ordinarily about fifteen minutes after death. 

Resoreine is then an excitant of the central nervous system. 

Resoreine has no morphological effect on the blood, unless brought in direct 
contact with it. 

It can be utilized both internally and externally in till diseases due to con¬ 
tagious germs, or which are favourable to their development, and in which the 
other members of the aromatic series are employed. 

Its anti-rheumatic and anti-pyretic value has not yet been established.— Rev. 
Scientijique, July 22, 1882. 

A New Cardiac Remedy. 

At the. meeting of the Academic de M&lccine, l’aris, July 4, 1882, M. Ger¬ 
main SSku read a paper on the Value of Convallaria Maialis, or Lily of the Val¬ 
ley, as a remedy in certain forms of heart disease. 

The conclusions arrived at were based on experiments on both cold and warm¬ 
blooded animals, and in seventeen cases of various forms of cardiac disease in 
man, in which this new drug was employed. The following are his conclusions :— 

1st. The convallaria maialis, or lily of the valley, is an important cardiac 
remedy. 

2d. In the form of the aqueous extract of the whole plant, given in the dose 
of from gr. 15 to 20 daily, the maialis produces constant and favourable effects 
on the heart vessels, and the respiration, slowing the beats of the heart, establish¬ 
ing the normal rhythm, increasing the force of the heart and the arterial pressure. 
The respiration becomes deeper and the sense of suffocation and the desire for air 
less troublesome and painful. 

3d. The most powerful, constant, and useful effect is its diuretic, which ren¬ 
ders it of great use in dropsies of cardiac origin. 

4th. The therapeutic uses may be thus formulated :— 

(a) In palpitation due to an exhaustion of the vagus nerve, or paralytic pal¬ 
pitations, which are much more common. 

( b) In simple want of rhythm, with or without hypertrophy of the heart, and 
with or without lesions of the orifices or valves of the heart. 

(c) In mitral stenosis, especially when accompanied by a want of compensa¬ 
tory force of the left auricle and right ventricle. Under the use of the drug the 
contractile power decidedly increases, as is shown by sphygmographic tracings. 

(d) In insufficiency of the mitral valves the good effects are particularly well 
marked, when there is a passive congestion of the lungs, and as a result more or 
less dyspnoea. 
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(e) In aortic regurgitation (Corrigan’s disease) the good effects show them¬ 
selves in the pulse and the increased ease of respiration. 

When the left ventricle does not give evidence of compensatory hypertrophy 
the maialis is especially indicated, for it gives strength and energy. 

(/') In dilatations of the heart, with or without hypertrophy, with or without 
fatty degeneration, with or without sclerosis of the muscular tissue, this drug ful¬ 
fils all the indications. 

(g) Finally, in all cardiac affections giving rise to dropsy and anasarca the 
remedy has prompt and certain good effect. 

(h) It has less effect on the dyspnoea which accompanies disease of the heart. 

5. There are no contraindications, for the remedy is applicable to all the affec¬ 
tions of the heart. In addition to that it has no bad effect on the cerebro-spinal 
system, nor on the digestive organs. Moreover, it has no cumulative effect nor 
unpleasant after results. 

6. For those reasons maialis is superior to digitalis, which we are often obliged 
to give up, or at least reduce the dose of, on account of the vomiting, loss of 
appetite, digestive disorders, cerebral excitement, and dilatation of the pupil, 
which it so often produces after a more or less prolonged use. Digitalis often 
brings about a weakness of the heart and an increase in the number of the con¬ 
tractions, and, in short, often has directly opposite effects to those desired. 

7. To combat cardiac dyspnoea maialis is inferior to morphia, and more par¬ 
ticularly to the preparations of iodine, but morphia tends to cause suppression of 
urine. 

The combination of maialis with iodide of potassium constitutes a most valu¬ 
able means of combating cardiac asthma. 

8. Finally, in diseases of the heart associated with dropsy, maialis surpasses 
all other drugs, even when it is not associated with other diuretics.— Bui. Gin. 
<!e 1'hirapeutique, July 30, 1882. 

The Danger of Iodoform Dressings. 

The search for an antiseptic body which shall be a powerful germicide, and yet 
not injurious when absorbed by the human organism, still continues. Not long 
ago, Mikulicz, and many other surgeons in Germany, enthusiastically extolled 
the merits of iodoform; and it has been widely used both;in that country and, 
though to a less degree, in England. Fora time, all seemed,to promise well with 
the new drug, but gradually we began to learn its demerits ; and recent experience 
seems to show that its use, under certain conditions, as yet not fully explained, 
may give rise to most serious, perhaps even to fatal, results. Iodoform was intro¬ 
duced into England some years ago, as a local application which was of great use 
in the treatment of spreading ulceration, and especially of the local contagious 
ulcer. Gradually its use extended ; it gained much favour with gynaecologists, 
especially for the purpose of correcting the fetor of ulcerating cancer of the womb ; 
it was blown into the nose and into the ear, and, made up into a bougie, intro¬ 
duced into the male urethra. About two years ago, Mikulicz recommended it 
as a dressing after operations, major and minor, on the ground that it was a 
powerful antiseptic, and j et did not irritate the parts. Its employment was said 
to be especially advantageous in the treatment of scrofulous joints ; and those who 
adopted this line of treatment did not hesitate to open freely a knee-joint affected 
with tumor albus, and introduce iodoform in large quantities into the cavity of the 
joint; in such a case, an outside dressing of cotton-wool, treated with iodoform, 
was applied, and left undisturbed for a month or more. No great care seems to 
have been taken to estimate the quantity of the drug used in such a dressing ; it 
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